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SEND News – Term 1 

2025 
 

Hello everyone,   

Welcome to another school year at Acorn Education Trust schools. I hope 

that you all had a lovely summer and are looking forward to the year ahead.  

Transition can be challenging for young people with SEND and schools are 

keen to hear from parents and carers should any early support be required 

for children to settle and attend school fully.  In line with our very inclusive 

ethos in the Trust, we continue to focus on belonging and inclusion as 

integral to everything we do.  SENCOs have delivered training to all staff 

promoting the need to listen and truly hear a child’s voice in order to make 

adaptations to our practice and include everyone.  We are passionate about 

our learners being treated with dignity and not deficit to enable them to 

flourish. 

There have been stories in the media around the changes to SEND process 

and practice in the government’s much awaited schools white paper.  We 

await to see outcomes on this and will provide further information in due 

course should this affect our processes and practice significantly. 

Best wishes, Sue Fulbrook (Head of SEND)  

Graduated Approach – our SEND registers 

In Acorn schools, our aim is to provide a comprehensive range of support strategies at Wave 1 of our SEND offer.  Ordinarily 

Available Provision (wave 1) means that children can be learning in classrooms alongside their peers which has the greatest evidence 

of successful impact.  At this level, children are not always placed on the SEND register, although they may be identified as needing 

“monitoring” on the internal school register to ensure their needs are known and being met.  Schools might use assessment tools to 

check progress and plan any additional provision as needed. 

Should a child have an identified SEND and need support which is additional to and different from that offered at universal levels 

(wave 1 and 2), they may be identified as needing “SEN Support”.  An Acorn SEND Passport or secondary school learner profile will 

be completed at this stage. 

Finally, where a child is accessing provision for SEND which is of a higher level (e.g. significant levels of adult support, enhanced or 

alternative provision on a regular basis), schools may begin to work towards an Education, Health and Care Plan.  Only 5.3% of 

children nationally have an EHCP – they are for young people with the most complex needs, although this figure has grown again 

over the past year.   

All schools hold regular meetings to discuss the progress of all children.  Please also look at your school’s SEND Information Report to 

gain further information about how they will implement the graduated approach.  This will be on the school website. 

NASEN have a range of courses and materials on SEND - https://nasen.org.uk/ - should you be interested. 

Signposting: useful web links 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-offer 

Short breaks: 

https://services.wiltshire.gov.uk/ShortBreaks/Ho

me/Index 

https://www.communityfirst.org.uk/yaw/splash/ 

https://wiltshiretogether.org.uk/familysupport 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ 

Event on 20th Sept - 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/13968/SEN

DFest-2025 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-

offer/InclusiveActivities 
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